
	

CLUB	NEWS	
	

2019 Artists of the Year 
Lenora Valainis and Linda Williams 

Congratulations! 
 

2020	Contest	Themes	
January: Beginnings 
February: Big Sky 
March: Rocks and Trees 
April: Three of a Kind 
May: The Blues 
June: Paths, Roads, Trails 
July: Potluck, no contest 
August: No meeting in August 
September: Monochrome 
October: Light and Shadow 
November: Fall Colors 
December: Dinner, no contest 
 
Contest entries need to relate to the theme, but the theme can 
be interpreted by the artist. Abstracts are always welcome, as 
are all media including mixed. 
 

LAAC	Web	Site	
If you want to post your work on the club web site, send pdf files 
to Leslie at lgrimm35@earthlink.net. 
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Next General Meeting 
January 13, 2020 

Board Meeting: January 8, 4:00 at Boulangerie 
 



January	2020	Presenter	
 
Martha Castillo, Clayprinting 
 
Martha has always been drawn to the abstract, intrigued by ambiguity, of things 
being open to interpretation. She is inspired by the visual evidence of ageing in 
the world.  “Clayprinting” (clay monotype) is an ideal medium for her: it relies on 
multiple layers built up and worn away to generate an image. And just as the 
natural aging process creates unique results, no two Clayprints are alike.  Within 
each piece, Martha explores balance versus asymmetry, and the interactions of 
colors, shapes and textures.  Working intuitively, she allows the composition to 
evolve naturally, discovering the ‘story’ as she goes.  
 
Martha Castillo has practiced both performing and visual arts of every stripe 
throughout her life. In 2003, she was introduced to Mitch Lyons, the inventor of a 
new monotype process that combines traditional printmaking with potters’ clay.  
Immediately hooked, clayprinting has become her primary medium; it is the 
perfect technique for her to express her personal artistic vision. 
 
Martha has been an invited speaker at various venues, from local art gatherings, 
to the BFA program at the State University of New York, Plattsburgh.  She 
teaches Clayprinting workshops and is available to give demonstrations and 
workshops in her Palo Alto Studio, and other venues.  ‘Have Clayprints, will 
travel.’ 
 
Martha’s scholastic accomplishments include a BFA in Theatre, a master’s 
degree in Art Therapy, and a BTEC diploma, with distinction, in studio ceramics, 
from the Harrogate College of Arts in North Yorkshire, England. She is currently a 
member of the California Society of Printmakers and of Gallery House, on 
California Avenue in Palo Alto.  
 
 
 
Winter	Art	Workshops	taught	by	Rona	Foster		

www.RonaFoster.com, 650-858-0589 
 
Acrylic and Collage Techniques  
In this workshop learn a variety of collage and painting techniques using acrylic 
paint, texturing, colorful paper, and varnish. Students begin on practice boards to 
experiment with different techniques demonstrated by Rona. The final product 
will be on canvas, where the student is free to create any image they want. All 
skill levels are welcome.  



University Art, 2550 El Camino Real, Redwood City, 94061 
Saturday, Jan. 11, 1:30-4:30 
$75 includes most materials 
Students need to bring two canvases no larger than 12”x16” 
To register: Mail a check to 3858 Timlott Ct, Palo Alto, 94306 or 
paypal.me/createart97 (If you pay with pay pal, send Rona your email address 
and phone #)  
Pacific Art League, 668 Ramona St., Palo Alto, 94301 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 1:30-4:30pm 
Cost: $75, Plus $10 materials fee paid at workshop 
Students need to bring two canvases no larger than 12”x16”  
To register: www.PacificArtLeague.org or 650-321-3891  
 
Mandala Art  
Mandala means circle and represents wholeness and life as never ending. The 
mandala appears in all aspects of life; earth, sun, moon, etc. Mandala art refers 
to symbols that are drawn in a circular frame. Using symbols and colors that are 
meaningful to you, you’ll create a personal mandala using a variety of art 
materials on a flat surface. Rona will guide you through a short relaxation 
exercise prior to making your mandala. All skill levels are welcome. 
 
University Art, 2550 El Camino Real, Redwood City, 94061 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 1:30-4:30pm 
Cost: $80, Includes all materials  
To register: Mail a check to 3858 Timlott Ct, Palo Alto, 94306 or 
paypal.me/createart97(and send Rona your email address and phone #)  
 
The Foster Gallery, 4907 940 Commercial St., Palo Alto, 94303 
Saturday, Feb. 22, 1:30-4:30pm 
Cost: $75, Plus $10 materials fee paid at workshop 
To register: www.PacificArtLeague.org or 650-321-3891  
 
Landscapes Using Acrylic and Collage  
Learn a variety of collage and painting techniques to create an inspiring 
landscape using acrylic paint, colorful paper, texturing and varnish. Begin on 
practice boards to experiment with di erent techniques demonstrated by the 
teacher. The final product will be on canvas where the student is free to create an 
abstract or realistic landscape. All skill levels are welcome. 
 
Pacific Art League, 668 Ramona St., Palo Alto, 94301. 
Saturday, Feb. 25, 1:30-4:30pm  
Cost: $75, Plus $10 materials fee paid at workshop  
Students need to bring two canvases no larger than 12”x16” 
To register: www.PacificArtLeague.org or 650-321-3891  



 
	

	 	 Venues	
	
Lexus is going to re-paint the wall in next 5 weekends, so we will put our 
paintings later than normal schedule. It will be announced later. 

	
	

	
New	Editor	for	the	LAAC	Newsletter 

 
A big thank you to Lenora Valainis for editing the newsletter in 2019. Carol Rivers 
is now editing the newsletter. Thank you Carol! Please send information for the 
newsletter to Carol at carolrivers@pacbell.net. And please be patient while she 
learns the ropes (thanks to the kind assist of Ellen Barker) 
	

	
OTHER	ART	NEWS	

Gallery 9  
Winter Group Show January 2 through February 2 an all-gallery 
exhibit featuring unique and affordable fine art in all media: painting, 
jewelry, photography, woodwork, mixed media, sculpture, and 
ceramics. 
Join the artists for a New Year Reception on January 3, 5 - 8 pm!  
143 Main Street, Los Altos 
650-941-7969 
gallery9losaltos.com 



	
Viewpoints Gallery 
315 State Street, Los Altos 
650-941-5789 
www.viewpointsgallery.com 
 
January Show: 
Sunflowers 
(all gallery members) 
	


